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the favourable pastures. Most of the morning indeed we
seemed to be within hail of camels or human beings, and it
was here that at last we parted company with the tracks of
the pretty girl and her small party, which we had first en-
countered near Bir al Nabit. They had gone off to the left
doubtless to seek out their tents and cattle. On the right lay
an encampment of a small group of the Manasir and in the
same direction we saw at a distance the tents of the folk who
had visited us during the night, one group of seven tents
and another of three or four a little apart. A little further
on we were accosted by a small party of the Rashid sub-
section (of Buhaih), who came hieing across the sands from
their tents with a charming white Saluqi hound in attend-
ance. They say that, of all the Arabian tribes, the Murra
and Manasir breed the best hunting dogs and we had agreed
among ourselves to annex one if we could to keep the pot
going with hares in collaboration with my 12-bore gun and
the rifles of my companions.
Very beautiful is the meeting of Arabs in the desert, with
their greetings of each other—very formal, very long-drawn-
out and repetitive, for every member of each party exchanges
the same friendly enquiries and assurances with each member
of the other, until all have greeted all, and they part or
proceed to any business that may be in hand. Peace be
upon you ! And on you be peace ! How is your state, oh
Salih ? In peace ; how are you, oh JAli ? In peace ! May
God give you health ! May God improve your condition !
How are you ? In peace ! And then follows the abrupt
transition to business with : What is your news ? In most
cases, of course, parties meeting thus casually in the desert
contain mutual acquaintances, while a man like 'Ali Jahman
would be well-known, at least by repute, to everyone. He
himself claimed to know personally the heads of every family
of the Murra and to have a fairly large acquaintance among
the rest, especially in his own clan, the Ghafran. Zayid too
appeared to be fairly well-known to the groups we met and
was, of course, a person of some consequence. I was begin-
ning to find that he improved on acquaintance and certainly
appeared to have the best intentions towards myself, but I

